Menshek, Peggy Y

From: Hiscock, Larry <larry@hnampls.org>
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2012 12:16 PM
To: Hiscock, Larry; 'barry@bfclegg.com’; 'jaybadheartbull@me.com'; 'cohendan1@msn.com’;

'colex044@comcast.net’; ‘corbinconnell@gmail.com’; ‘xmargedolan@comcast.net';
'todd.ferrara@standardheating.com'; 'jbgarcia3@aol.com’; 'djheinle@cmarch.com’;
'invisionit@msn.com'; 'kozaknsa@mm.com'; 'barrylaz@gmail.com’; 'blickness@yahoo.com’;
'ikmassey@earthlink.net’; 'singdancesavetheworld@gmail.com’; 'jahp2691@yahoo.com’;
'srichardson7 @comcast.net’; ‘arubenstein@schaefertaw.com’;
'ifschartercomm@comcast.net’; 'gthaden@gmail.com’; 'adosh.unni@gmail.com’,

Redistricting2012
Subject: Protect Ward 5 - Harrison Comment 3.23.12
Attachments: Harrison Comment Protect Ward 5 3.23.121.pdf; Minneapolis_1935.pdf;, 1935 Map.pdf
Importance: High

March 23" 2012

c¢/o City Clerks Office
Room 304 City Hall
350 South 5™ Street
Minneapolis, MN 55415

Rédistricting Group Members:

The Harrison Neighborhood Association is committed to promoting racial and economic equity. The Twin
Cities has some of the most entrenched racial and economic disparities in the country. These disparities have
been concentrated in areas by a long history of discriminatory planning and disinvestment. The Redistricting
Group should take special care to promote political enfranchisement of racial minorities and low-income

people.

There will be no equity until there is fair and just representation for people of color and low-income
communities. The recent modification to the Southern Boundary of the 5™ Ward, moving from legislative
district line to neighborhood line, is a step backwards for fair and just representation. It also puts the
Redistricting Group on record supporting an unjust dynamic in which the City of Minneapolis secures public
financing for redeveloping Bassett Creek Valley by using 5™ Ward racial disparities but then places these
publicly owned lands — and the benefits of their redevelopment - within Ward 7. The decision by the
Redistricting Group to alter the map was population neutral, however structurally undermines the voting power
of a racially diverse community, eliminating their ability to secure representation of lands contiguous to their
community. Be it further noted the land in question is only accessible through the 5™ Ward.

The Redistricting Group action on March 22" further consolidates control of important public assets and
opportunity within Ward 7 an affluent community at the expense of a racially diverse and low-income Ward
5. There have been concerns raised regarding the health and economic viability of the 5" Ward. It is to the
benefit of the entire city that contiguous opportunity areas that will provide needed housing and jobs be
included in the 5 Ward,

We must deliberately break from past decision-making practices that contributed to the marginalization,
isolation and disinvestment of the Near North area. Attached are two maps, one from 1935 and the other a color
overlay of the 1935 map showing modern day neighborhood boundaries and location of highways. These two



maps illustrate what occurs when the well-being of people of color and low-income communities are not
considered in decision-making processes.

The Harrison Neighborhood Association reiterates its previous request to: 1) Keep Harrison Whole! and 2)
Keep Harrison in the 5™ Ward! Hartison residents are deeply concerned about their vote being diluted and their
ability to secure representation of their choice undermined.

This has been a long and complicated process. Substantial progress has been made to this point. It is important
that we not backslide and accept business as usual. Your continued consideration of the significant implications

of these decisions is greatly appreciated.

Respectfully,

Larry Hiscock
Director/Lead Organizer

Larry Hiscock
Director/Lead Organizer
612-374-4849

| GoodSearch and GoodShop for the Harrison Neighborhood Association.
Raise money for Harrison Neighborhood Association just by searching the Internet with GoodSearch.com (powered by

Yahoo), or shopping online with GoodShop.com. Simply go to http://iwww.goodsearch.com/toolbar/harrison-
neighborhood-association-hna and add us to your toolbar.




Harrison
1 Neighborhood

Association

March 23 2012

c¢/o City Clerks Office
Room 304 City Hall
350 South 5" Street
Minneapolis, MN 55415

Redistricting Group Members:

The Harrison Neighborhood Association is committed to promoting racial and economic
equity. The Twin Cities has some of the most entrenched racial and economic disparities
in the country. These disparities have been concentrated in areas by a long history of
discriminatory planning and disinvestment. The Redistricting Group should take special
care to promote political enfranchisement of racial minorities and low-income people.

There will be no equity until there is fair and just representation for people of color and
low-income communities. The recent modification to the Southern Boundary of the 5™
Ward, moving from legislative district line to neighborhood line, is a step backwards for
fair and just representation. It also puts the Redistricting Group on record supporting an
unjust dynamic in which the City of Minneapolis secures public financing for
redeveloping Bassett Creek Valley by using 5™ Ward racial disparities but then places
these publicly owned lands — and the benefits of their redevelopment - within Ward 7.
The decision by the Redistricting Group to alter the map was population neutral, however
structurally undermines the voting power of a racially diverse community, eliminating
their ability to secure representation of lands contignous to their community. Be it
further noted the land in question is only accessible through the 5™ Ward,

The Redistricting Group action on March 22™ further consolidates control of important
public assets and opportunity within Ward 7 an affluent community at the expense of a
racially diverse and low-income Ward 5. There have been concerns raised regarding the
health and economic viability of the 5™ Ward, It is to the benefit of the entire city that
cohntiguous opportunity areas that will provide needed housing and jobs be included in the
5" Ward.

We must deliberately break from past decision-making practices that contributed to the
marginalization, isolation and disinvestment of the Near North area. Attached are two
maps, one from 1935 and the other a color overlay of the 1935 map showing modern day
neighborhood boundaries and location of highways. These two maps illustrate what

503 Irving Avenue North, Minneapolis, MN 55405 o: 612-374-4849, {: 612-3749777
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occurs when the well-being of people of color and low-income communities are not
considered in decision-making processes.

The Harrison Neighborhood Association reiterates its previous request to: 1) Keep
Harrison Whole! and 2) Keep Harrison in the 5" Ward! Harrison residents are deeply
concerned about their vote being diluted and their ability to secure representation of their
choice undermined.

This has been a long and complicated process. Substantial progress has been made to this
point. It is important that we not backslide and accept business as usual. Your continued
consideration of the significant implications of these decisions is greatly appreciated.

503 Irving Avenue North, Minneapolis, MN 55405 o: 612-374-4849, f: 612-374-9777

www.hnampls.org
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